mic ointment (1 g) and topical azithromycin (2.5 mL) were estimated to cost $1.94 and $72.12 per infant, respectively.
2 Selfreported use of COMPLETE MoisturePLUS multipurpose solution (Advanced Medical Optics, Inc, Santa Ana, California) was strongly associated with AK in 2 studies, 3, 4 leading to a product recall on May 25, 2007. Nevertheless, only 55% to 60% of patients with AK reported exposure to COMPLETE MoisturePLUS, while approximately 40% did not. 3, 4 Although Acanthamoebae are resistant to multipurpose solutions, 5 generalized outbreaks have not occurred since introduction. In Chicago, cases continue despite the recall (11 cases were diagnosed from , and the number of cases in which the patients have been using solutions other than COMPLETE MoisturePLUS is increasing. 6 Surveillance data by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention presented in January 2009 at the Microbial Testing for Contact Lens Care Products workshop, 7 sponsored by the US Food and Drug Administration and others, suggest that cases continue elsewhere also. The purpose of this article is to evaluate whether the spatial distribution of AK cases is changing with time.
Methods. The University of Illinois at Chicago Institutional Review Board reviewed and approved this research. Patients evaluated at the University of Illinois at Chicago with atypical keratitis were defined as having AK as previously described 2,3 using a validated disease definition. risk factors or demographic variables can account for the changing distribution in a 2-year period because few can change at a population level in 2 years. Disease continues, which indicates that prevention will require further risk factor identification and/or a sizeable modification to current hygiene practices and contact lens solutions. Additionally, the changing distribution directs research to factors that can vary by geography over time, requiring study designs where controls are not matched on geography. Results also suggest the need for further exploration of alternative environmental hypotheses, including whether changes in disinfection practices to meet US Environmental Protection Agency disinfection byproduct regulations may be inadvertently shifting the microbial balance of the domestic water supply. 
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